ON   CRIMINALITY

persecution, the safety of his own ego is the first and only con-
sideration.

Thus, to sum up: In cases where the function of the super-ego
is mainly to arouse anxiety it will call out \iolent defensive
mechanisms in the ego, wrhich are unethical and asocial in their
nature; but as soon as the child's sadism diminishes and the
character and function of its super-ego changes so that it arouses
less anxiety and more sense of guilt, those defensive mechanisms
which form the basis of a moral and ethical attitude are activated,
and the child begins to have consideration for its objects, and to
be amenable to social feelings.

One knows how difficult it is to approach the adult criminal
and to cure him, though we have no reason to be too pessimistic
about it; but experience shows that one can approach and cure
both criminal and psychotic children. It seems, therefore, that
the best remedy against delinquency would be to analyse children
who show signs of abnormality in the one direction or the other.
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